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Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 

Summer seems to have flown right by.  The fall season is here, and I’ve already 

noticed some leaves changing colors.   

 

This upcoming general assembly meeting (September 

10th), we will be remembering the 9/11 terrorist attacks that happened 25 

years ago.  It was one of the most devastating events that occurred in this 

country’s history that affected every American in one way or another.   

 

I’ve also decided to try something new.  We’ll be having a pasta dinner 

before our General Assembly meeting with homemade sauce.  Everything 

should be ready around 6:30 for those of you who would like to join us. 

 

Refreshments will be available after the meeting as always. 

 

Tanti auguri per l’autunno! 

Jeremy DiFilippo 

 

Different Event for the Lodge 

Mark Your calendar 
 

Our Italian-American Heritage Dinner, usually celebrated in October 

during Italian Heritage month, will be a luncheon this year on October 

18th, making it easier for more members to attend.   

More details, including the honorees, will be in the next newsletter. 
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Word from the President 



Meeting ID: 886 8759 8885 and passcode is 5fejz6  

Attend meetings and events  

And be a more active and informed member of the lodge. 

2026 Vincent Lombardi Lodge Calendar 

September 10th 6:00 Council Meeting 

 7:00General Assembly Meeting 

 

October 8th  6:00 Council Meeting 

 7:00 General Assembly Meeting 

 

November 12th  6:00 Council Meeting 

 7:00 General Assembly Meeting 

 

December 10th    6:00 Council Meeting 

 7:00 Meeting/Holiday Gathering 

2026 Lodge Events  

September  Annual Pie Sale 

October  18 Heritage Luncheon 

 Red Fedele’s Brook House 

November  Turkey Raffle  

December 10th  Holiday Gathering—Eyer Building   
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Check out our new website: 

www.vincentlombardilodge.com 

Relive our history  

and keep informed of upcoming events 

A flyer is included for our Annual Pie Sale from the Holy Childhood 

Special Touch Bakery. The deadline for orders is October 28th. You 

can place your order by using the QR code.  

You may also donate a pie Safe Harbors for victims of domestic 

violence and their family to help make this holiday special.  

Sister Marisa Przepiora will pick up the donated pies and deliver them.  

Columbus Day Luncheon—Monday, October 12th 

Italian American Sport Club, 1250 Buffalo Rd 

Lifetime Achievement Award: Dr Vincent Vella, DDS 

Outstanding Citizen Award: Vincent Giannantonio 

Outstanding Community Service: Clemente Suero 

Italian Civic League Award: ITALEO 

 

$48 per ticket in advance—by October 5th  (No tickets sold at the door) 

For tickets contact Marjorie Focarazzo: mafocarazzo@gmail.com 



 

Note from Our Corresponding Secretary, Pat Bartholomew  

If you have any news you'd like to share with the lodge—weddings, graduations, 
birthdays, illnesses/hospitalizations, passings-on, etc.— please contact me.  I look 
forward to hearing from you.  

Pat Bartholomew 
Cell: 585-503-3297 Email: pattyj7586@aol.com 
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Get Well  Wishes 

Sandy Meleca 

Rosita Caridi-Miller 

Nellie DiCesare 

Dawn DiGennaro’s wife, Nancy 

Vince Giannantonio and Family  

Patty and Gordie Rask  

Ron Santoli 

September Birthdays 

 

9/5  Hon. Michael Sciortino 

9/6 Paatrick Bernunzio 

9/9 Ross Cottone 

9/10 Angela Giancaterin 

9/28  Sal Cutaia 

 

Special remembrance to our members  

who have suffered recently with illness or loss of a loved one.  

Dante Scholarship Dinner 

September 19, 2026—Midvale Country Club 

The annual Dante Scholarship Dinner in Rochester, New York, is hosted each 

September by the Italian Women's Civic Club (IWCC) to honor local college 

students of Italian heritage. The event supports tuition assistance funds originally 

established in 1921 for area institutions including the University of Rochester, St. 

John Fisher University, and Nazareth University.  

Each recipient is presented with their scholarship in the presence of our members, guests and the 

recipients’ families and friends who are invited to attend the presenting of the scholarships.  

For more information, Email: IWCC.RochesterNY@gmail.com  

Support this long-standing Rochester tradition  

in the Italian community. 

mailto:pattyj7586@aol.com
https://iwccroc.org/about/
mailto:IWCC.RochesterNY@gmail.com
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Special Report 

Grand Lodge of NY Summer Plenary Session 8-8-2026

Marjorie Focarazzo, State Trustee 

MEMBERSHIP continues to grow with a total of 6,571. 

Membership theme: “Each one, bring one” 

From the moment a new member is initiated, he/she should be made to feel welcomed, 

valued, included, and recognized through their OSDIA journey. They should be given a 

role, no matter how small on a committee, event, writing for the newsletter, sharing their 

story, etc. Every new member should understand who we are, what we do, and why it 

matters. 

Retention is a major concern. We keep members though meaningful engagement, consistent 

communication, leadership development, family participation, and recognition. 

Get to know your members! 

The Five Pillars 

1. Welcome every new member: provide a welcome packet and lodge introduction; assign an

ambassador/mentor (this could be the sponsor or another member); follow-up in 30-60-90 days

2. Engagement: encourage participation on at least one committee or help with a cultural, charitable,

family-focused event

3. Communication: this may seem simple, but it is extremely important; make sure they receive the

newsletters, text messages, event flyers, requests for help

4. Recognition:  celebrate, celebrate, celebrate birthdays, anniversaries, years of service, something

they do that may be out of the ordinary; volunteer awards

5. Family and Future: establish children and youth programs, young professional networking,

Italian classes (language, art, dancing, cooking, culture, etc.)

Member-Life Cycle 

 New members: welcome, educate, connect 

 Active members: give leadership opportunities 

 Long-Time members: mentor the next generation 

 Inactive members: personal outreach and re-engagement 

A strong lodge is built on one relationship at a time. 

Keep the lion on the move. 

This report has been edited and contains most pertinent information for the Vincent Lombardi Lodge. 
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The local community will gather at the Rochester Public Market for a sampling of authentic Italian 

and Italian-American influenced music, art, food, history and culture with opportunities for interactive 

engagement. The event will be open to all and participants will have opportunities for hands-on 

engagement and a deeper appreciation of Italian culture.   

2026 STAGE PROGRAM 
11:00 Opening 

11:00 - 12:00 Michael Sidoti (Tarantella) 

12:00 - 12:45 Roc City Singers 

12:45 - 1:00 Michael Sidoti (Tarantella) 

1:00  -  1:30 Mark Daniels and Rachel Magill 

1:30  -  2:00 Jessica Best 

2:00 - 2:15 Nick Novellin 

2:15 Michael Sidoti (Tarantella) 

4:00 Closing 

2026 SPEAKER SERIES at The Best Coffee at the Market
12:00 Italian American History & Memory in Rochester 

Michael Brown, Elisabetta D'Amanda 

1:00 Being Italian: A Multigenerational Perspective 

Danielle Alesi. Jordyn Bagley, Kathy Castania 

2:00 Oral History Projects, Archives and Migration Stories 

Joëlle Carota, Elisabetta D'Amanda, Timothy Kneeland, Kate Paulus 

3:00 Italian Citizenship (New Rules) 

Vincenzo Scollo - Italian Consulate 
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This remarkable celebration is being produced by Cugini di ROC, 
a broad-based, non-commercial all volunteer community 
organization that has agreed to plan,  develop and implement  a 
variety of programs to celebrate and promote Italian Heritage now 
and into the future.   



September 2026 The Roar of the Lion   7 

 Metropolitan Opera  2026-2027 

HD Performances 

https://www.metopera.org/season/in-cinemas 

The Metropolitan Opera's Live in HD broadcasts at three main 

local cinemas: Cinemark Tinseltown Rochester and IMAX on 

Buffalo Road, Regal Eastview Mall in Victor, and AMC Webster 

12 in Webster.  Met HD is made possible by Neubauer Family 

Foundation, digital support from Bloomberg Philanthropies, and 

in partnership with Rolex 

September 19th – Twenty Years of the Met in Cinemas: An Anniversary Celebration 

hosted by soprano Renée Fleming. 

Renée Fleming is one of the most highly acclaimed singers 

of our time, performing on the stages of the world’s great 

opera houses and concert halls. Honored with five 

Grammy® Awards and the U.S. National Medal of Arts, she 

has sung for momentous occasions from the Nobel Peace 

Prize ceremony to the Diamond Jubilee Concert for Queen 

Elizabeth II at Buckingham Palace. In 2014, she brought her 

voice to a vast new audience when she became the first 

classical artist ever to sing the National Anthem at the Super Bowl. In May, Fleming was appointed 

as Goodwill Ambassador for Arts and Health for the World Health Organization. Fleming grew up 

in Rochester, New York. She studied at the State University of New York (SUNY) at Potsdam, the 

Eastman School of Music, and The Juilliard School. 

October 3rd   Mozart – Così fan tutte  

October 17th  Verdi – Macbeth  

December 5th  Saint Saëns – Samson et Delila  

December 12th Mozart – The Magic Flute 

January 23rd  Puccini – La Fanciulla del West 

March 20th   Puts – Silent Night  

April 3rd  Massenet – Manon  

April 24th   Verdi – Otello 

May 8th Puccini – Tosca 

June 5th  Wagner – Parsifal  
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 An Italian Gastronomical Event in September 
Festival del Prosciutto + Finestre Aperte 

September 4 2026 - September 6 2026 

Langhirano, a small town in the Parma hills, has built its reputation on one thing: 
prosciutto di Parma. The Festival del Prosciutto di Langhirano, held annually in 
September, celebrates this with a straightforwardness that feels refreshing. No artisan 
posturing, no forced folklore — just the local producers opening their doors during the 
Finestre Aperte (Open Windows) initiative, allowing visitors to walk into working 
prosciuttifici and see how the hams are actually made. 

The festival sprawls across the town centre with stalls, tastings, and 
demonstrations, but the real draw is access to the ageing rooms 
themselves. These are not museum pieces. The prosciutti hang in 
long rows, the air thick with salt and time, and the producers — 
many of them third or fourth generation — explain the process with 
the kind of casual authority that comes from doing something well 
for decades. It’s an education in patience: the hams cure for at least 
twelve months, sometimes twice that, in rooms designed to catch the 
particular breeze that moves through these hills. 

Langhirano sits at around 250 metres above sea level, high enough to 
benefit from the dry air that drifts down from the Apennines. This 
microclimate is not incidental; it’s the reason the town produces a 
significant portion of Italy’s most famous ham. The festival coincides 
with early autumn, when the weather is still warm but beginning to turn, 
and the surrounding countryside takes on that golden, end-of-summer 
glow that makes the Emilia-Romagna hills particularly appealing. 

The Finestre Aperte portion of the festival is the main event. Around a dozen 
prosciuttifici participate, offering guided tours that last roughly 30 to 45 minutes. 
Visitors see the salting rooms, the ageing cellars, and the final stages of production. 
Some producers offer tastings at the end, comparing different ages and cuts. It’s 
informal, but not unstructured — there’s a clear pride in the craft, and questions are 
welcomed. 

In the town itself, the festival takes over the 
main piazza and surrounding streets. Stalls 
sell not just prosciutto, but other Parma 
specialties: Parmigiano-Reggiano, culatello, 
salame felino. There are also stands 
dedicated to local wines, particularly Colli di 
Parma reds and whites, which pair well with 

the saltiness of the cured meats. Live music and cultural events fill the 
evenings, though the tone remains low-key. 

This is not a festival invented for tourists. It exists because the people of 
Langhirano have something to show, and they’ve decided to open the 
doors once a year. The result is an event that feels both generous and 
unpretentious.  



"An utterly delightful and surprising family drama 

- think "Moonstruck" and "My Big Fat Greek Wedding" -  

 about a boisterous, complicated Italian family  

determined to help their widowed mother find a new boyfriend.”  
 

Three generations of Paladinos butt heads and break one another’s hearts as 

they wrestle with their own Jersey Italian love stories in this hilarious and life

-affirming ode to love and family. 

The central character, Varina Palladino, is a lively seventy-year-old widow 

who has lived in the same house in Wyldale, New Jersey, her entire life. The 

town might be slightly stuck in the 1960s, when small businesses thrived and 

most residents were Italian, but its population is getting younger and the 

Paladinos are embracing the change. What Varina’s not embracing, much to 

her ninety-two-year-old mother’s dismay, is dating. Running Paladino’s 

Italian Specialties grocery, caring for her mother, and keeping her large, loud 

Jersey Italian family from killing one another takes up all of Varina’s energy 

anyway. 

After years of working and saving, she plans to take a river cruise in France. Meanwhile, her mother, 

Sylvia Sppini, worries about her daughter Varina being left all alone when she dies. Sylvia knows 

what it is to be old and alone, so when her granddaughter, Donatella, comes to her with an ill-

conceived plan to find Varina a man, Sylvia dives in.  

______________ 
 

Author Terri-Lynne DeFino is the second of four children born to a homemaker and 

a then-fledgling attorney, in a Paterson, NJ household that included two grandparents 

and the occasional uncle, where Sunday dinner was a given and the noise level often 

required earplugs.   

She makes it her goal for readers to appreciate New Jersey Italian culture and understand it’s unique 

language and behaviors.  DeFino can find humor in the culture while being deeply rooted in love. The 

book promotes a sympathetic acceptance of personal differences while offering subtle cultural 

enlightenment. 

The Bookshelf 
In this issue we pay tribute to Amalia Plantone, local author  

and regular guest on Carosello Italiano, who passed away May 28th. 

 

This Month’s Selections is  
Varina Palladino’s Jersey Italian Love Story.  

by Terri-Lynne DeFino  
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Varina Palladino’s  

Jersey Italian Love Story 
is as warm,  

as fragrant,  

and as filling  

as excellent Italian food.  
(The Revue)  

https://amzn.to/3YPXNc6
https://amzn.to/3YPXNc6
https://amzn.to/3YPXNc6
https://amzn.to/3YPnSIo
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News from National OSDIA 

The Culture Committee hopes OSDIA members will use the resources  

the committee has created so far.  

The committee appreciates their continued support  

in using and creating material that will enhance the celebration  

of our shared Italian culture and heritage. 

The goal of the Culture Committee is to continue strengthening cultural connections between 

Italian American communities and OSDIA lodges by engaging them to participate in cultural 

exchanges, celebrations, and learning experiences.  

Two ongoing projects: 

Project 1: Writing, collecting, editing, and publishing, and posting stories for “Town of my Italian 

Roots” project. The Committee is still hoping to get the stories posted on the OSDIA website to 

reach a bigger audience. 

Project 2: Collecting and posting current information about Italian festivals sponsored by OSDIA 

lodges nationwide or OSDIA lodge participation in community festivals. The eventual goal is to 

have these posted on the OSDIA website. 

New projects: 

Project 3: Suggesting and encouraging the publication of information about this year’s NELA 

featured Italian region, Umbria, in Italian America and/or Questo Mese, and on social media. 

Project 4: Researching, writing, collecting, and disseminating information about Italy’s UNESCO 

Heritage Sites. The Culture Committee hopes to investigate all 61+ sites in Italy, the most 

UNESCO sites in any one country in the world. 

Honors and Recognition Committee is an off shoot of the Awards Committee. One of its goals is 

to look within OSDIA—local, grand, and supreme lodges—to acknowledge lodge milestone 

anniversary for 25, 50, 75, 100, and 100+ years. The committee also wants to celebrate those 

individuals who have been members of OSDIA for 50+ years. These are members with enduring 

dedication to Italian American heritage, fellowship, service, and the proud traditions of OSDIA. The 

committee’s final charge is to recognize those members who have made an impact or significant 

difference to OSDIA or their community. We want to know what he/she did and its impact. 

Acknowledging members for their contributions builds strong group culture, boosts morale, and 

encourages future participation. 

Leadership Development Committee will focus on leadership development, mentorship, and 

succession planning for OSDIA at the lodge, grand lodge, and national levels. The committee has 

created a President’s Guidebook that will help a newly elected president transition into that position 

with less stress and anxiety.  



 

September 2026     The Roar of the Lion                       11 

Book to Documentary 
Salvadore R. Perricone dedicated his life to law enforcement, legal practice, and service. His book, 

Cobblestones: A New Orleans Tragedy focuses on the plight of Sicilian immigrants seeking refuge in 

America in New Orleans in the late 1800’s. Italian immigrants throughout the United States faced 

systemic racism and discrimination, hostility, exploitation, and a brutal system of indentured servitude.  

Sal, a resident of New Orleans, and Mike Santo, a member of the NYS CSJ are working 

together to produce the story of the New Orleans lynching as a documentary. Sal’s 

investigative work and historical presentation will preserve and provide the means to 

share this part of history that has waited 135 years to be told. 

The book, a historical fiction, emphasizes the struggles of Sicilian immigrants, 

dockworker feuds, and the events surrounding the 1891 lynching of eleven 

Italians. The story is about a young man, Antonio, who flees Sicily after 

avenging his father’s murder and his journey to New Orleans, where he 

becomes embroiled in a volatile confrontation between cultures, corruption, 

and crime. Antonio struggles to survive his own past as it clashes with his 

future. The story based on the 1891 event in New Orleans is a reminder of the 

human cost of intolerance, the resiliency of immigrants, the enduring hope that 

justice will win, and the courage it takes to rebuild a life that has been shattered 

and destroyed by events beyond one’s control. 

Nineteen Italian men were indicted for the murder. When the highly publicized trial of the first nine 

suspects ended in acquittals and hung juries due to lack of evidence, a local committee organized a 

vigilante group. A mob of thousands marched on the Parish Prison, stormed the gates, and eleven 

innocent men were lynched at the hands of an uncontrollable crowd, who believed otherwise.  

This resulted in international outrage, threatening to break the relationship between the United States 

and Italy. Italy severed diplomatic ties, recalled its ambassador, and even threatened military action. 

The dispute was eventually settled when President Benjamin Harrison paid financial reparations to the 

victims' families.  

Additional after-effects: 

• The severed relationship between the United States and Italy was felt worldwide. Italian Americans 

across the country were enraged that something of this magnitude could happen. President 

Harrison declared the first nationwide celebration of Columbus Day in 1892. The holiday was 

explicitly introduced as a peace offering to foster tolerance toward Italian immigrants. 

• Another result was Mother Cabrini was sent by Pope Leo XIII to the United States as a direct 

result of the systemic hostility and violence against Italian immigrants. Mother Cabrini traveled to 

New Orleans to establish orphanages, schools, hospitals, and aid networks. She arrived with her 

Sisters to a densely-populated Italian slum with a high crime rate. It was loud, hot, dangerous, 

ramped of diseases spread by mosquitoes, but with people, her people, who needed to know the love 

of God. The Sisters set to work teaching, consoling, and nursing. Yellow fever epidemics permeated 

the area, but they did not leave. They established schools, hospitals, and orphanages. They carried 

out a mission of hope and consolation. Eventually prejudice subsided and relations with Italy 

improved. 
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Vincent Lombardi Lodge communications should be sent to: 
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jjd1976.osdia@gmail.com 

OSDIA Vincent Lombardi Lodge 

37 Farnsworth  Road N 
Rochester NY 14623 


