Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America, Vincent Lombardi Lodge #2270 Monthly Newsletter

The Roar of the Lion

August 2026

‘Word from the President

Greetings Brothers and Sisters,

I can’t believe that it’s already August and summer is coming close to an end.
It’s been a busy few months with the State Convention in June and a superb
Scholarship Night at our July general assembly meeting. Thank you to our
scholarship committee and everyone else who helped make it a successful
night.

py

Our annual Members Picnic is on August 9™ at Quinzi Lodge in Eyer Park. If you plan on
attending, please send in your RSVP and payment to Sr. Marisa Przepiora soon. Good food,
good company and all around good time, who could ask for anything more?

I’'m grateful to announce that Br. Richard Meleca has agreed to
make the sausage for the picnic again. They could use as much
help as they can get and will be making the sausage on August 7"
at around noon. Please contact Br. Tom Meleca if you’re interested
at tomsanmeleca@gmail.com or 315-986-1097.

Tanti auguri per [’estate!
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2026 Vincent Lombardi Lodge Calendar 2026 Lodge Events
August 13" 6:00 Council Meeting August 9™ Summer Picnic
7:00 General Assembly Meeting Quinzi Lodge, Eyer Park
. i ) September Annual Pie Sale
September 10™ 6:00 Council Meeting
October Italian-American Heritage Dinner

7:00General Assembly Meeting
November Turkey Raffle

October 8" 6:00 Council Meeting December 10™ Holiday Gathering—Eyer Building
7:00 General Assembly Meeting

November 12" 6:00 Council Meeting Check out our new website:

7:00 General Assembly Meeting www.vincentlombardilodge.com

December 10" 6:00 Council Meeting Relive our history

7:00 Meeting/Holiday Gathering and keep informed of upcoming events

Attend meetings and events
And be a more active and informed member
of the lodge.

Meeting ID: 886 8759 8885 and passcode is 5fejz6
https://us0Sweb.zoom.us/j/886875988857pwd=k00kvIfYp3llkNiaefMdbj80frcNF6.1

Geneva Sons & Daughters of Italy News from the Geneva LOdg

31 Prospect Ave, Geneva NY B I NGO®
Invites your Team to sign up for our 6 20 43'“'“
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tihy The Annual Italian Heritage Festival  Sunday!!
; & Friday, August 15 starting at 5:00 PM
S Smm—— and Saturday, August 16 starting at 4:00 PM. Starts at
DOUBLE ELIMINATION 6:00 pm

This highly anticipated summer event

$20 PER TEAM ) : . :

First Place Team Wins $200 features authentic Italian food, live music,
SR outdoor dancing, Doors open

Prizes will be awarded to 2" and 3" place winners . . . .
o ) and family-friendly entertainment. at 4:00pm.
Sign up in Lounge or Business Office.

315-781-2242
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August Birthdays
8/12 Linda Agnello

Get Well Wishes

Sandy Meleca
8/12  Jerry Griffo Rosita Caridi-Miller
8/13 Patricia Rask Nellie DiCesare

8//14 Hon. Frank Affronti
8/23 Jeremy DiFilippo
8/24 Tom Meleca

8/31 Dr. Joseph Rubé

Dawn DiGennaro’s wife, Nancy
Vince Giannantonio and Family
Patty and Gordie Rask

Ron Santoli

Special remembrance to our members
May the beauty of summer days
who have suffered recently with illness or loss of a loved one.
fill your heart with endless delight.

Note from Our Corresponding Secretary, Pat Bartholomew

If you have any news you'd like to share with the lodge—weddings, graduations,
birthdays, illnesses/hospitalizations, passings-on, etc.— please contact me. I look
forward to hearing from you.

Pat Bartholomew
Cell: 585-503-3297 Email: pattyj7586(@aol.com

National OSDIA Culture Committee
Links to Italian Language, Culture, Heritage Resources

The National OSDIA Culture Committee’s mission is to promotes Italian and Italian American culture
through programs, events, and initiatives that preserve heritage. Our next project is to investigate all
the UNESCO sites located in Italy and to create a document explaining what they are, where they are
located, and their importance, not to just Italy but to the world.

o‘ﬁo Buon Giowe Link to Italian Holidays Resources

CaPiSCo https://1drv.ms/f/s! AITRAp-quyVEhuhZv3M_VvqkkzksSA?e=F0qGFT
Acqua BENE

)
OLTO Q'R-AZIE . . . . .
gcusi Link to Italian Language Classes opportunity through Fondazione Italia

A PAZZ0
MICo \, 70 M=2%° LBIGNAMINI@FONDAZIONE-ITALIA.ORG

EZZ
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VINCENT LOMBARDI LODGE

- SUMMER
PICNIC

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9TH, 1PM
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Quinzi Lodge, Eyer Park
East Rochester
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MENU

* Homemade Sausage - courtesy of
the Meleca/Cataldi Family
Hot Dogs

Peppers and Onions

Macaroni Salad Rafﬂe BaSketS

Greens and Beans

Baked Ziti and

Green Salad .
Baked Baans Door Prizes!

Water/Coffee

RSVP by August 1* to:
vincentlombardilodge@gmail.com or 585-750-8336
No cost for members and their spouses.
$20 for guests. Payment may be made at the door.
Please bring an appetizer or dessert to pass.
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At our Scholarship Award Night, July 9th, Marjorie
Focarazzo and Melissa Distaffen were on hand to
congratulate our winners and present them with the
laurel wreaths made by our members in recognition of
their well-earned accolades.




The Roar of the Lion

BRENDAN BELPANNO
VINCENT LOMBARDI LODGE SCHOLARSHIP
$1500
HIGH SCHOOL: HILTON S CHOTARSID
COLLEGE: FLORIDA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY  PYRMISUT
FIELD OF STUDY: AVIATION )

Throughout high school, Brendan demonstrated exceptional dedication both in
the classroom and in his community. As an offensive and defensive lineman on
~ the Hilton High School football team, he exemplified teamwork, discipline, and
perseverance. He also gave back to younger athletes by serving as a coach for
Girls on the Gridiron, helping inspire confidence and a love of the game in the
next generation.

Brendan's passion for aviation extends well beyond the classroom. He has restored vintage aircraft
through the Experimental Aircraft Association, trained with OnCore Aviation toward earning his
private pilot's license, and developed his aviation knowledge through Microsoft Flight Simulator
training.

Brendan’s history of service to his community includes time with Feed My Starving Children, the E-
Roch Charity Golf Tournament, the Rochester Air Show, Thanksgiving food drives, and the
Experimental Aircraft Association.

Academically, he has earned the Academic Merit Award, membership in the National Honor Society,
and the President's Education Award—recognition of his hard work, leadership, and commitment to
excellence.

In his letter of recommendation, Brendan’s flight instructor describes him as a highly motivated and
disciplined student who consistently demonstrates professionalism, dedication, and a strong aptitude
for aviation, advancing quickly through both technical and practical training.

Brendan also received
a District VIII award
from the NYS grand Lodge:

The Sylvia J. Summa
Memorial Scholarship
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JACOB DINICOLA
VINCENT LOMBARDI LODGE SCHOLARSHIP
$2000
HIGH SCHOOL: FAIRPORT
COLLEGE: OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
FIELD OF STUDY: FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING

SCHOLARSHIP

* WINNER

Jacob has already demonstrated an impressive entrepreneurial spirit. During
high school, he founded and operated multiple online commerce ventures,
successfully selling products through digital marketplaces. His passion for
finance led him to complete college-level online coursework in Finance
Markets, Investment Banking and Financial Analysis, Valuation, Financial
Markets, Corporate Finance, and Investment Fundamentals—an extraordinary
commitment to learning that reflects both initiative and intellectual curiosity.

Beyond academics, Jacob has been an active leader within his school community. As a member of
Model United Nations and served as captain of the men's volleyball team, where he led by example
through teamwork, dedication, and perseverance.

Jacob's accomplishments have earned him numerous honors, including Honor Roll recognition, the
Spark Plug Player of the Year Award, membership in the National Honor Society, and the National
Spanish Honor Society.

Committed to serving others, Jacob volunteered with Foodlink, helping to support individuals and
families in need throughout the Rochester community. He also gained valuable professional
experience while working at The Country Club of Rochester, further demonstrating his strong work
ethic and sense of responsibility.

In his letter of recommendation, Jacob’s manager at work describes him as an individual who
stands out for his strong work ethic, attention to detail, and positive, team-centered attitude, noting
that he consistently helps ensure the success of those around him.
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ISABELLA HENDLER
PAST HONOREE SCHOLARSHIP
$1500
HIGH SCHOOL: HONEOYE FALLS-LIMA SCHOLARSHIP
COLLEGE: PACE UNIVERSITY
FIELD OF STUDY: CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Throughout high school, Isabella embraced opportunities to give back through
volunteer service. She generously contributed her time to the Rochester Touristen

Cancer fundraiser, and volunteered at the Honeoye Falls-Lima concession stand,
demonstrating her willingness to support both school and community events.

Athletics also played an important role in Isabella's high school experience. She was captain of the
varsity volleyball team and played on the junior varsity basketball team, where she developed the
teamwork, discipline, and perseverance that have contributed to her success both on and off the
court.

In addition to her academic, athletic, and volunteer commitments, Isabella gained valuable work
experience through her employment at Lima Golf Club and Five Below. These experiences helped
strengthen her sense of responsibility, customer service skills, and strong work ethic.

In his letter of recommendation, her school counselor writes that Isabella is a natural leader and role
model whose passion for learning, empathy, and commitment to serving others will make her a
valuable addition to any community.
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7 GABRIELLA MACCARONE
3 RUBE FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP IN HONOR OF JENN RUBE
$1500
HIGH SCHOOL: HILTON
COLLEGE: UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO SCHOLARSHIP
FIELD OF STUDY: BIOLOGY/ *| WiNNER [#]
PRE PHYSICIANS ASSISTANT TRACK

. A dedicated student leader, Gabriella has been actively involved in Best Buddies
. International and has made a lasting impact through the National Model United
‘ # Nations program. She has served as Vice President, Co-Chair, Treasurer, and
: Delegate.

Gabriella's passion for serving others extends well beyond the classroom. She has volunteered in the
Emergency Department at Rochester Regional Unity Hospital, participated in the Friends of Strong
Summer High School Volunteer Program, volunteered with URMC Orthopedics and Physical
Performance, served in St. Mark's Church Faith Formation program, and contributed her time as a
Hilton High School District volunteer.

Her accomplishments have been recognized with an extraordinary list of honors. Gabriella
graduated with Valedictory Honors as a member of the Class of 2026 and received the Hands of
Christ Award, the American Chemical Society of Rochester Chemistry Achievement Award, the
Notre Dame Club of Rochester Junior of the Year Award, and the John Dabbene Italian Heritage
Essay Scholarship presented by the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America. She is also a
member of the National Honor Society and the National Spanish Honor Society.

In addition, Gabriella earned the Best Delegate Award in Model United Nations, the Kofi Annan
Award for Best Crafted Position Paper at the Central New York Model United Nations Conference,
Cadet Awards in Geometry, AP World History, and Spanish, the President's Award for Educational
Excellence, Academic Merit Honor Roll recognition, the Physical Education Student Award, the
Distinguished Writing Award, and Student of the Month honors.

Alongside her academic and volunteer commitments, Gabriella gained valuable work experience at
Hilton Family Restaurant, where she demonstrated the responsibility, professionalism, and strong
work ethic that have become hallmarks of her success.

In her letter of recommendation, one of Gabriella’s mentors wrote that it has been a privilege to
watch Gabriella become a young woman who leads through word and example, noting that she
inspires those around her through her leadership, kindness, and commitment to excellence.
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ANNABELLA MURATORE
PAST HONOREE SCHOLARSHIP
$2000
HIGH SCHOOL: AQUINAS INSTITUTE SCHOLARSHIP
COLLEGE: CLEMSON UNIVERSITY
FIELD OF STUDY: ACCOUNTING

| Throughout her high school career, Anabella distinguished herself as an
| outstanding student, accomplished athlete, and dedicated leader. Her academic
| excellence earned her membership in both the St. Basil's Club and the St. Thomas
Aquinas Club, recognizing her exceptional grade point average. She also
received the College Accounting Student Award, the Hands of Christ Award, the
Outstanding Student of the Year for Philanthropy Award, and numerous
Outstanding Achievement Awards across a variety of academic subjects.

Bt

Leadership has been a defining part of Anabella's high school experience. She served as an Open
House Student Ambassador, a member of the CORE Ministry Team, Executive Council, Women's
Leadership program, Student Government, and the DECA Leadership and Business Club. She is
also a member of the National Honor Society and the Mathletes team.

She has excelled both on and off the playing field. She was a captain of both the varsity soccer and
varsity basketball teams and also competed in track and field. In addition, she served as the social
media manager for the varsity soccer and track and field programs and worked as a referee for the
Western New York Soccer Association, demonstrating her passion for athletics and her commitment
to mentoring and supporting the game beyond her own participation.

Service to others has remained at the heart of Anabella's accomplishments. She has volunteered at
Nazareth Elementary School, Holy Cross Catholic Church Youth Group, Open Door Mission's
Coldwater Women and Children's Home, and participated in food and toiletry drives for the House
of Mercy. Her dedication to helping others earned her the St. Joseph's Volunteer Award and reflects
the compassion and generosity she brings to her community. In addition to her many academic and
volunteer commitments, Anabella gained valuable work experience at Ridgemont Country Club.

In her letter of recommendation, Anabella’s mentor wrote that Anabella is one of the strongest
students she has had the pleasure of working with, praising her exceptional character, leadership,

Anabella also received District VIII awards

from the NYS grand Lodge:

Richard DiMarco Sr. Memorial Scholarship donated by John DiMarco,
the Giambra Family Scholarship.
and the Paul and Cheryl Speranza Foundation Scholarship
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Isabella Mesiti
2026 NYS Grand Lodge Scholarship Winner

SCHOLARSHIP
*| winner %

The New York State Grand Lodge District
Scholarship, Geneva Lodge #2397 Scholarship in
Memory of Deceased Members and the Guglielmo
Marconi Lodge #154 Scholarship and the Jane Lippa
Memorial School Scholarship, has been awarded to
Isabella Mesiti a recent graduate of Brockport High
School and will attend the University at Buffalo to
study Architecture. She graduated 3™ in her class of
209 students with a weighted GPA of 99.12.

Isabella is described as having a moral compass,
showing great care, having a deliberate purpose, and
a leader. “She has taught herself to be a reflective
thinker, a lifelong learner, and embraces the struggle
to improve, *“ from her high school physics teacher.

Isabella is a humanitarian with the goal of creating
affordable, sustainable housing for those who need it
most. She wants to design environmentally friendly,
cost-effective homes that will make a difference to
underserved  populations.  Her  volunteering,
extracurriculars, and support of peers has
strengthened her sense of responsibility and
compassion, and learning that leadership is not about
recognition, but about showing up for others and
contributing something much larger than herself.

Her Italian heritage has instilled a powerful sense of
family, resilience, and pride which helps her to stay
grounded to work with purpose and continue a
legacy of determination and care for others in
everything she does.

Giada Nacca
2026 NYS Grand Lodge

District Scholarship Award Recipient

. !

SCHOLARSHIP
*| WINNER |#

Giada was awarded the Ponte Family
Scholarship, the Josephine Gambini
Scholarship and the Jimmy Durante Lodge
#2514 Scholarship. A graduate of Our
Lady of Mercy School for Young Women,
she will be attending Montana State
University.

Giada embraces the spirit of service and
volunteers at Intervol, Bethany House
Homeless Shelter, The Legacy at Clover
Blossom Retirement Home; internship at
Rochester Ecology Partners. “She connects
with people from all levels of society and
is a self-reliant perfectionist who
approaches every task with discipline and a
keen sense of responsibility. She has a
willingness to embrace challenges.”

Giada credits the sacrifices and struggles
made by her grandfather and his family
who, as she states, “were brave enough to
move to America,” which has allowed her
to get a good education, attend college, and
help others. Their journey has served as an
inspiration to use the opportunities
afforded her and to be successful in her
future endeavors.
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Joe Capogreco
A Rochester Broadcast Legend and More

Growing up, Joe Capogreco had three ambitions—to be a teacher, a newspaper
writer and host of a radio program. He mas achieved them all!

Joe was a foreign language instructor for the Rochester City School Distrait for 32
years, teaching Italian, Spanish, Latin and French. Many local Rochesterians were
taught Italian by Joe at Jefferson High School.

His penchant for writing has served him and the Italian community well as Director of Publicity for the
[talian Civic League of Rochester, Editor of the [falian-American Community News, Editor of Pagina
Italiana (in the IACC newspaper), and a correspondent of America Oggi and Il Progresso Italo-
Americano.

| Joe’s love of the Italian language and culture becomes very
apparent as you hear his LIVE weekly broadcasts on Carosello

= hosted Da Qui A Roma on Time Warner Cable. In July; 1998 he
s was inducted into the Museum of Radio and Television in New
_: York. Also to his credit, Carosello Italiano has a place in The

. Paley Center for Media, the prestigious museum of radio and
N television in New York City.

]
In addition to achieving his three stated goals, Joe has Monroe County Legislature
served as a Board member and officer of many local
organizations including Circolo Italiano di Culture, CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION
Opera Theatre of Rocester, the Sicilian Sport Club, ersened o

and the Penfield/Perinton Kiwanis Club.

Joe 18 t}le reCII)ler.lt Of ma ny 30001ades f,rom I, Mercedes Vazquez Si Vice President and Legislator- District 22 Do
Rochester’s community organizations and received PAra——

official recognition as Man of the Year by the Sicilian
Sport Club and the Vincent Lombardi Lodge of the CAROSELLO I T/qLIW O
Sons of Italy. Rochester has celebrated “Joseph

Joseph Capogreco

Capogreco Day” by proclamation of Mayor Stephen Now, Therefore, Let i be Know, that I
May in 1970 and Mayor Robert Duffy in 2007. Mercedes Vazques Simmons.

Vice President of the Monroe County Legislature and District 22, do hereby
In keeping with his dedication to promoting the Italian recognize Carvsello Ttafiano on the 1* day of March 2026
language and culture, Joe was a fundamental I \
contributor in the construction of Nazareth iy / eeoleo jgég%ngf
College’s Casa Italiana in the 1970s and the Italian- i Wl e
American Community Center in the late 1990s. Vice Bresident

Legislator- District 22

Most recently he received this congratulatory
recognition for Carosella Italiano from Mercedes
Vazquez Simmons, Vice President of the Monroe
Country Legislature.



https://www.paleycenter.org/
https://www.paleycenter.org/
https://www2.naz.edu/frank-dimino-casa-italiana/
https://iaccrochester.org/
https://iaccrochester.org/
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Rochester New York’s longest running ethnic radio program -
Carosello Italiano has been on the air since 1967. Host Joseph
Capogreco has brought traditional and contemporary music from
Italy, along with news of current events, sports, and community
happenings of interest to Rochester diverse Italian American
population for nearly 60 years.

With nostalgic folklore, stories and conversation
the program is truly a Rochester Italian family tradition,
much like Sunday church and pasta!

Evolution of Airing Times
WCMF Era

'« The Launch: The show premiered on WCMF in March 1967
‘as a simple one-hour Sunday broadcast.

> T R LR .+ Airtime and Popularity: By 1970, the show had grown in
SMW&WM/ \ SMWP% ja&mm*a/ popularity, airing on Sundays from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM (and
occasionally extended until 2:00 PM).

o Unlike traditional ethnic programs of that era that only played old folk classics, Capogreco used
WCMF to play contemporary, up-to-date pop hits directly from Italy’s Billboard charts.

The Intermediate Transition: When the program first shifted away from WCMF to the AM dial, it
adapted to a Sunday morning slot running from 9:00 AM to Noon.

WROC (950 AM Longtime Slot): For the majority of its modern run on WROC, the show became an
established Sunday routine broadcasting from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM.

Jazz 90.1 FM (Current Slot): Following its move to Jazz 90.1 WGMC-FM, the program shifted to the
afternoon, airing Sundays from 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM.

Program Highlights

In addition to great traditional and contemporary Italian music, Italian Carousel honors requests and
dedications, a feature which has endeared it to the local community for many decades. 10-15 segments
of exclusive programing include: Sicilian Folklore with travel itineraries, recipes and folkore; Liscio
Time with favorite dances Italian style, like the mazurkas and polkas; The Sound of Naples with the
mandolins and voices that have become synonymous with Neapolitan music; Canta Roma with
regional favorites; and ItalNews in cooperation with NewsltaliaPress and Radio Svizzera for weekly
news form Italy.

Connections

The show’s website was launched in April 1997 featuring program audio archive. Weekly quizzes and
special features keep loyal groups of listeners turned in for the entire broadcast and on-demand replays
are available every week on: www.italiancarousel.net.



https://jazz901.org/45253/popular-italian-carousel-radio-program-moving-to-jazz90-1/
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The Bookshelf

In this issue we pay tribute to Amalia Plantone, local author
and regular guest on Carosello Italiano, who passed away May 28",

This Month’s Selections is
In the Storms Of My Life, God Provides

In this book you will journey through these pages, finding one woman’s
life experiences as a girl, wife, mother, grandmother, widow and friend.
The history embodies a journey of love experiences in many aspects of the
abundance of life, joy, sadness, faith, and family in which few discover the
richness of “being” in the moment. Reading this book you will realize that
| she traveled every step of the way with God.

She remembers her mother saying, “Your writings are like your fingerprint.
®  Please keep on writing.” And she did—to be recognized as an international
author. She overcame struggles with spelling, but her wisdom has
blossomed with her unique writing style that is filled with the grace of the
Holy Spirit.

AVI RS BN ORI FNION  She thanks all who supported her publishing efforts to produce this book as
a continuation of her praises and honor to God.

In a tribute to his Mom, Amalia’s youngest son, Amedeo commented:
“Our Nonny writes like she cooks — making it look easy, making it nourishing
and making people want to come back for more!”

A lifelong learner and storyteller, Amalia Plantone became a published author, S
writing books that reflected her experiences, faith, and love of family. She also {3
shared her warmth and deep connection to her Italian heritage as a weekly K
personality on the Sunday afternoon radio program Italian Carousel, where ‘
listeners came to know and appreciate her vibrant spirit. T e Y,

She generously gave her time volunteering with the Greece Rotary Club, Italian-American
Community Center, and St. Joseph’s Villa, finding joy in serving others and strengthening her
community. Whether through her writing, radio appearances, volunteer work, prayers, or countless
acts of kindness, Amalia touched innumerable lives and left an enduring legacy of compassion,
faith, and service.

“I pray that the goodness and love of the Lord will shine through my thoughts and writings
and bring peace and joy to all God’s children long after I’'m gone.” - Amalia Pappano Plantone
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ONTARIO BEACH PARK Little Italy Festival

AUGUST 15, 2026 - NOON TO 3PM!

Ontario Beach Park

Saturday, August 15
A lakefront celebration of Italian-American culture
featuring food vendors, Italian beer/wine,
"PARTY AT THE SEAGH - PAISARO STYLE" live music spanning the 50s through today,

FEATURING MUSIC OF THE S0°S, 60°S, NS, B0'S AND TODAY! - ALL DAY

and a spaghetti eating contest.

Charlotte's breezy waterfront and the warmth of Italian-American heritage
makes this one of the season's most inviting community days.

LAWN CHAIRS WELCOME

Admission: NOON-2pm FREE ADMISSION
2PM TO 9PM $10 per person at the door.
Kids under 12 years old FREE ADMISSION ALL DAY.

EVENT PROGRAM:

NOON PRAYER CEREMONY
Honoring Blessed Virgin Mary on the feast day of the Assumption
MIKE SIDOTI (Rat Pack & Sinatra hits)

1:00PM MARCO AMADIO (Italian & American hits)

3:00PM "TARANTELLA DANCE WORKSHOP"
3;30PM THE COUPE DEVILLES BAND (Rock & Roll and Blues Hits)

5:30PM MARIO BOSCO
Italian American Comedian from NYC and Special Guest Emcee

6:00PM Special guest appearance:
HASIM "The Rock" RAHMAN
former American two-time Heavyweight Boxing Champion
PIETRO “Power” LORIGA, Italian Lightweight champion

6:30PM VANESSA RACCI (NYC'S "JAZZY ITALIAN")

7:30PM  RUBY SHOOZ BAND (Oldies & Party Hits)

For more Information: www.littleitalyroc.com



http://www.littleitalyroc.co
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