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At our Scholarship Award Night, July 9th, Marjorie 
Focarazzo and Melissa Distaffen were on hand to 
congratulate our winners and present them with the 
laurel wreaths made by our members in recognition of 
their well-earned accolades. 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
BRENDAN BELPANNO 

VINCENT LOMBARDI LODGE SCHOLARSHIP  

 $1500 

HIGH SCHOOL: HILTON 

COLLEGE: FLORIDA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

FIELD OF STUDY: AVIATION 

  
Throughout high school, Brendan demonstrated exceptional dedication both in 

the classroom and in his community. As an offensive and defensive lineman on 

the Hilton High School football team, he exemplified teamwork, discipline, and 

perseverance. He also gave back to younger athletes by serving as a coach for 

Girls on the Gridiron, helping inspire confidence and a love of the game in the 

next generation. 

Brendan's passion for aviation extends well beyond the classroom. He has restored vintage aircraft 

through the Experimental Aircraft Association, trained with OnCore Aviation toward earning his 

private pilot's license, and developed his aviation knowledge through Microsoft Flight Simulator 

training. 

Brendan’s history of service to his community includes time with Feed My Starving Children, the E-

Roch Charity Golf Tournament, the Rochester Air Show, Thanksgiving food drives, and the 

Experimental Aircraft Association. 

Academically, he has earned the Academic Merit Award, membership in the National Honor Society, 

and the President's Education Award—recognition of his hard work, leadership, and commitment to 

excellence. 

In his letter of recommendation, Brendan’s flight instructor describes him as a highly motivated and 

disciplined student who consistently demonstrates professionalism, dedication, and a strong aptitude 

for aviation, advancing quickly through both technical and practical training. 

 

Brendan also received  

a District VIII award  

from the NYS grand Lodge:  

The Sylvia J. Summa  

Memorial Scholarship  
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JACOB DINICOLA 

VINCENT LOMBARDI LODGE SCHOLARSHIP 

$2000 

HIGH SCHOOL: FAIRPORT 

COLLEGE: OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 

FIELD OF STUDY: FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING 

  
Jacob has already demonstrated an impressive entrepreneurial spirit. During 

high school, he founded and operated multiple online commerce ventures, 

successfully selling products through digital marketplaces. His passion for 

finance led him to complete college-level online coursework in Finance 

Markets, Investment Banking and Financial Analysis, Valuation, Financial 

Markets, Corporate Finance, and Investment Fundamentals—an extraordinary 

commitment to learning that reflects both initiative and intellectual curiosity. 

Beyond academics, Jacob has been an active leader within his school community. As a member of 

Model United Nations and served as captain of the men's volleyball team, where he led by example 

through teamwork, dedication, and perseverance. 

Jacob's accomplishments have earned him numerous honors, including Honor Roll recognition, the 

Spark Plug Player of the Year Award, membership in the National Honor Society, and the National 

Spanish Honor Society.  

Committed to serving others, Jacob volunteered with Foodlink, helping to support individuals and 

families in need throughout the Rochester community. He also gained valuable professional 

experience while working at The Country Club of Rochester, further demonstrating his strong work 

ethic and sense of responsibility. 

In his letter of recommendation, Jacob’s manager at work describes him as an individual who 

stands out for his strong work ethic, attention to detail, and positive, team-centered attitude, noting 

that he consistently helps ensure the success of those around him.  
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ISABELLA HENDLER 

PAST HONOREE SCHOLARSHIP  

$1500 

HIGH SCHOOL: HONEOYE FALLS-LIMA 

COLLEGE: PACE UNIVERSITY 

FIELD OF STUDY: CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

  
Throughout high school, Isabella embraced opportunities to give back through 

volunteer service. She generously contributed her time to the Rochester Touristen 

Verein Blossom Festival, participated in the Making Strides Against Breast 

Cancer fundraiser, and volunteered at the Honeoye Falls-Lima concession stand, 

demonstrating her willingness to support both school and community events. 

 

 

Athletics also played an important role in Isabella's high school experience. She was captain of the 

varsity volleyball team and played on the junior varsity basketball team, where she developed the 

teamwork, discipline, and perseverance that have contributed to her success both on and off the 

court. 

 

In addition to her academic, athletic, and volunteer commitments, Isabella gained valuable work 

experience through her employment at Lima Golf Club and Five Below. These experiences helped 

strengthen her sense of responsibility, customer service skills, and strong work ethic. 

In his letter of recommendation, her school counselor writes that Isabella is a natural leader and role 

model whose passion for learning, empathy, and commitment to serving others will make her a 

valuable addition to any community. 
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GABRIELLA MACCARONE 

RUBÉ FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP IN HONOR OF JENN RUBÉ 

$1500 

HIGH SCHOOL: HILTON 

COLLEGE: UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO 

FIELD OF STUDY: BIOLOGY/ 

PRE PHYSICIANS ASSISTANT TRACK 
  

A dedicated student leader, Gabriella has been actively involved in Best Buddies 

International and has made a lasting impact through the National Model United 

Nations program. She has served as Vice President, Co-Chair, Treasurer, and 

Delegate. 
 

Gabriella's passion for serving others extends well beyond the classroom. She has volunteered in the 

Emergency Department at Rochester Regional Unity Hospital, participated in the Friends of Strong 

Summer High School Volunteer Program, volunteered with URMC Orthopedics and Physical 

Performance, served in St. Mark's Church Faith Formation program, and contributed her time as a 

Hilton High School District volunteer.  
 

Her accomplishments have been recognized with an extraordinary list of honors. Gabriella 

graduated with Valedictory Honors as a member of the Class of 2026 and received the Hands of 

Christ Award, the American Chemical Society of Rochester Chemistry Achievement Award, the 

Notre Dame Club of Rochester Junior of the Year Award, and the John Dabbene Italian Heritage 

Essay Scholarship presented by the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America. She is also a 

member of the National Honor Society and the National Spanish Honor Society. 
 

In addition, Gabriella earned the Best Delegate Award in Model United Nations, the Kofi Annan 

Award for Best Crafted Position Paper at the Central New York Model United Nations Conference, 

Cadet Awards in Geometry, AP World History, and Spanish, the President's Award for Educational 

Excellence, Academic Merit Honor Roll recognition, the Physical Education Student Award, the 

Distinguished Writing Award, and Student of the Month honors.  
 

Alongside her academic and volunteer commitments, Gabriella gained valuable work experience at 

Hilton Family Restaurant, where she demonstrated the responsibility, professionalism, and strong 

work ethic that have become hallmarks of her success. 
 

In her letter of recommendation, one of Gabriella’s mentors wrote that it has been a privilege to 

watch Gabriella become a young woman who leads through word and example, noting that she 

inspires those around her through her leadership, kindness, and commitment to excellence.  
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ANNABELLA MURATORE 
PAST HONOREE SCHOLARSHIP  

$2000 

HIGH SCHOOL: AQUINAS INSTITUTE 

COLLEGE: CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 

FIELD OF STUDY: ACCOUNTING 

  
Throughout her high school career, Anabella distinguished herself as an 

outstanding student, accomplished athlete, and dedicated leader. Her academic 

excellence earned her membership in both the St. Basil's Club and the St. Thomas 

Aquinas Club, recognizing her exceptional grade point average. She also 

received the College Accounting Student Award, the Hands of Christ Award, the 

Outstanding Student of the Year for Philanthropy Award, and numerous 

Outstanding Achievement Awards across a variety of academic subjects. 
 

Leadership has been a defining part of Anabella's high school experience. She served as an Open 

House Student Ambassador, a member of the CORE Ministry Team, Executive Council, Women's 

Leadership program, Student Government, and the DECA Leadership and Business Club. She is 

also a member of the National Honor Society and the Mathletes team. 
 

She has excelled both on and off the playing field. She was a captain of both the varsity soccer and 

varsity basketball teams and also competed in track and field. In addition, she served as the social 

media manager for the varsity soccer and track and field programs and worked as a referee for the 

Western New York Soccer Association, demonstrating her passion for athletics and her commitment 

to mentoring and supporting the game beyond her own participation. 
 

Service to others has remained at the heart of Anabella's accomplishments. She has volunteered at 

Nazareth Elementary School, Holy Cross Catholic Church Youth Group, Open Door Mission's 

Coldwater Women and Children's Home, and participated in food and toiletry drives for the House 

of Mercy. Her dedication to helping others earned her the St. Joseph's Volunteer Award and reflects 

the compassion and generosity she brings to her community. In addition to her many academic and 

volunteer commitments, Anabella gained valuable work experience at Ridgemont Country Club. 
 

In her letter of recommendation, Anabella’s mentor wrote that Anabella is one of the strongest 

students she has had the pleasure of working with, praising her exceptional character, leadership, 

and ability to balance academics, athletics, work, and community service with remarkable grace.  

 

Anabella also received District VIII awards  

from the NYS grand Lodge:  

Richard DiMarco Sr. Memorial Scholarship donated by John DiMarco, 

 the Giambra Family Scholarship.   

and the Paul and Cheryl Speranza Foundation Scholarship  
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Isabella Mesiti  
2026 NYS Grand Lodge Scholarship Winner 

The New York State Grand Lodge District 

Scholarship, Geneva Lodge #2397 Scholarship in 

Memory of Deceased Members and the Guglielmo 

Marconi Lodge #154 Scholarship and the Jane Lippa 

Memorial School Scholarship, has been awarded to 

Isabella Mesiti a recent graduate of Brockport High 

School and will attend the University at Buffalo to 

study Architecture. She graduated 3rd in her class of 

209 students with a weighted GPA of 99.12.  

Isabella is described as having a moral compass, 

showing great care, having a deliberate purpose, and 

a leader. “She has taught herself to be a reflective 

thinker, a lifelong learner, and embraces the struggle 

to improve, “ from her high school physics teacher. 

Isabella is a humanitarian with the goal of creating 

affordable, sustainable housing for those who need it 

most. She wants to design environmentally friendly, 

cost-effective homes that will make a difference to 

underserved populations. Her volunteering, 

extracurriculars, and support of peers has 

strengthened her sense of responsibility and 

compassion, and learning that leadership is not about 

recognition, but about showing up for others and 

contributing something much larger than herself.  

Her Italian heritage has instilled a powerful sense of 

family, resilience, and pride which helps her to stay 

grounded to work with purpose and continue a 

legacy of determination and care for others in 

everything she does. 

Giada Nacca  
2026 NYS Grand Lodge  

District Scholarship Award Recipient 

Giada was awarded the Ponte Family 

Scholarship, the Josephine Gambini 

Scholarship and the Jimmy Durante Lodge 

#2514 Scholarship. A graduate of Our 

Lady of Mercy School for Young Women, 

she will be attending Montana State 

University. 

Giada embraces the spirit of service and 

volunteers at Intervol, Bethany House 

Homeless Shelter, The Legacy at Clover 

Blossom Retirement Home; internship at 

Rochester Ecology Partners. “She connects 

with people from all levels of society and 

is a self-reliant perfectionist who 

approaches every task with discipline and a 

keen sense of responsibility. She has a 

willingness to embrace challenges.” 

Giada credits the sacrifices and struggles 

made by her grandfather and his family 

who, as she states, “were brave enough to 

move to America,” which has allowed her 

to get a good education, attend college, and 

help others. Their journey has served as an 

inspiration to use the opportunities 

afforded her and to be successful in her 

future endeavors.   


