
Theo of Golden is a bestselling debut novel by Allen Levi about a mysterious, 

kind stranger named Theo who arrives in the small Southern city of Golden, 

Georgia for reasons unknown to anyone but himself.  

He begins a mission to buy 92 pencil 

portraits from a local coffee shop and return 

them to their subjects, learning their stories in 

the process. Theo’s love for people, 

combined with his fondness for books, art, 

birds, and story, unite in a colorful expression 

of outreach and affection. Stories are shared, friendships are born, 

and lives, in response to his inexplicable kindness, are affirmed and transformed. 

Theo’s anonymous gifts create pure, transformative joy 

without the complication of debt or recognition. 

The book is a heartwarming story about generosity, connection, and the impact of anonymous 

kindness, exploring themes of wonder, purpose, and the invisible threads that bind people 

together. It’s a novel that believes in the goodness of people and the transformative power of paying 

attention. Reading it felt like a restorative act, a reminder that our smallest, most nameless acts can be 

the most profound. Enjoy reading this journey of heart, hope and unexpected miracles. 

_________________ 

Allen Levi grew up in Columbus, Georgia, attended University of Georgia for degrees 

in English and Law, and worked as an attorney from 1980 to 1990. Since then, he has 

worked as a traveling musician, sharing his whimsical, thought-provoking brand of 

songwriting and storytelling to audiences across the U.S. Allen published his first 

novel, Theo of Golden, in 2023. 

When not reading or writing Allen cares for family acreage where he lives with his 

father, tries to spend time with family nearby, keeps a full schedule of involvement in 

the small community around him, and dreams of being an artist someday 
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The Bookshelf 
Reading books adds endless benefits to our daily lives,  

including stress-relief and entertainment,   

enhancing our knowledge, and increasing our imagination. 

This Month’s Selections is Theo of Golden 
It’s a story about hidden beauty, the redemptive power of kindness, 

and the legacies we leave in the hearts of others.  


