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The Bookshelf

Reading books adds endless benefits to our daily lives,
including stress-relief and entertainment,
enhancing our knowledge, and increasing our imagination.

This Month’s Selections is Pinocchio

The Impact of Pinocchio in the History of Children's Literature

The Adventures of Pinocchio, written in 1882 by Carlo Lorenzini under the
pen name of Carlo Collodi, has been, and continues to be a staple in the
magnificent world of children's literature. It has proven itself a timeless
novella with universal moral lessons that children and adults from many
different countries continue to share. Apart from Machiavelli's The
Prince and Dante's The Divine Comedy, no other piece of Italian literature
rivals it. Because the book has been translated into more than ninety
different languages and has been adapted for the stage and film, it has
undergone a significant evolution to say the least. The Adventures of
Pinocchio has been influenced by cultural and societal shifts throughout the
past century. Still, "Translated into more than ninety languages, 'Pinocchio’
has never been out of print" (Scholastic, n.d.). Noteworthy literary devices
have transcended the multifarious adaptations of Collodi's original novella
and have even reappeared in the pages of some of our most prized
contemporary children's literature.

Collodi's The Adventures of Pinocchio set a precedent for many fairy tales, short stories, novels,

and novellas to follow and continues to maintain its position as a children's classic.

Carlo Lorenzini, better known by the pen name Carlo Collodi was an Italian
author, humorist, and journalist. During the Italian Wars of Independence in
1848 and 1860, Carlo Lorenzini served as a volunteer with the Tuscan Army.
His active interest in political matters can be seen in his earliest literary
works, as well as in the founding of the satirical newspaper I/ Lampione in
1853. By 1860, he published his first notable work called I/ signor Alberi ha
ragione! (Mr. Alberi is Right!), which outlined his political and cultural
vision of Italy. This is the text where Lorenzini started using the Collodi
pseudonym, which was taken from his mother's hometown.

When Lorenzini became disenchanted with Italian politics, he turned to children's literature. Lorenzini
became fascinated by the idea of using an amiable, rascally character as a means of expressing his own
convictions through allegory. In 1880, he began writing Storia di un burattino (Story of a Marionette),
also called Le avventure di Pinocchio, which was published weekly in Giornale per i
bambini. Pinocchio was adapted into a 1940 film by Disney that is considered to be one of Disney's
greatest films.




