
Forming key partnerships with Washington, Jefferson, Monroe, and his wife 

Dolley, Madison achieved his lifelong goal of a self-governing constitutional 

republic. Short, plain, balding, neither soldier nor orator, low on charisma and 

high on intelligence, James Madison cared more about achieving results than 

taking the credit.  It was Madison who led the drive for the Constitutional 

Convention and pressed for an effective new government as his patron George 

Washington lent the effort legitimacy; Madison who wrote the Federalist 

Papers with Alexander Hamilton to secure the Constitution’s ratification; 

Madison who joined Thomas Jefferson to found the nation’s first political 

party and move the nation toward broad democratic principles; Madison, with 

James Monroe, who guided the new nation through its first war in 1812, and 

who handed the reins of government to the last of the Founders. 

But it was his final partnership that allowed Madison to reach the greatest heights. Dolley was the 

woman he married in middle age and who presided over both him and an enlivened White House. 

This partnership was a love story, a unique one that sustained Madison through his political rise, his 

presidency, and a fruitful retirement.  

Though many elements of Madison’s world are unfamiliar, the human beings in it are not. We 

recognize immediately their feelings and thoughts, their conflicts and affections. Through his 

correspondence, essays, and speeches, Madison primarily addressed the public issues of his time, 

often similar to those of our time. In letters with Dolley and close friends, the private Madison spoke 

directly, with genuine feeling. His sentences could be wooden, but his sentiments and ideas are as 

winning today as they were to his friends. 

___________________ 
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The Bookshelf 
Since we’re celebrating the 250th Anniversary of America in 2026, 

it seems fitting that we read books about our Founding Fathers.

This Month’s Selections is Madison’s Gift 
James Madison lived in a network of intimate connections,  

from his large family to the most fertile political partnerships in our history, 

to a loving marriage that spanned four decades.  

For Madison, often depicted in history as a dry creature of intellect,  

the core of his life was a genuine heart. 

Historian David O. Stewart restores James Madison to his proper place as the most 

significant Founding Father and framer of the new nation.  He focuses on Madison’s 

political and personal relationships, portraying how these alliances helped shape the 

Constitution, the Bill of Rights, the first political party, and the nation's early governance.  


