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All the Way to America:  

The Story of a Big Italian Family and a Little Shovel  
 

Dan Yaccarino’s great-grandfather arrived at Ellis Island with a 

small shovel and his parents’ good advice: “Work hard, but 

remember to enjoy life, and never forget your family.” With 

simple text and warm, colorful illustrations, Yaccarino recounts 

how the little shovel was passed down through four generations 

of this Italian-American family—along with the good advice. 

A shovel is just a shovel, but in Dan Yaccarino’s hands it 

becomes a way to dig deep into the past and honor all those who 

helped make us who we are.  

It’s a story that will have kids asking their parents and grandparents: Where did we come from? How 

did our family make the journey all the way to America? 

 

Theodore’s Italian Adventure 
 

This cute, well-designed book about Italy for Kids features hand

-drawn artwork. Theodore the bear teaches young readers all 

about Italy, basic Italian words and what life is like in Italy. 

Theodore travels to the Colosseum in Rome, Canals in Venice, 

Leaning Tower of Pisa and all over Itay on his journey eating all 

types of exciting foods like pizza and pasta. Your child will love 

learning about Italy as they join in the adventure of cute 

Theodore the Bear.  

 

 

The Bookshelf 
Reading books adds endless benefits to our daily lives  

and can take us anywhere, anytime—even deep within ourselves.   

 

This Month’s Selections:  

books for sharing with the next generation   
Traditionally students return to school in September—a reminder for us  

to educate the young people in our families about our treasured Italian heritage 


