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‘Word from the President

Greetings Brothers and Sisters,

I hope everyone’s summer is going well and everyone is keeping cool.
I’ve just returned from the 118" New York State OSDIA Convention,
accompanied by Immediate Past President Marjorie Focarazzo and
Delegates Catherine “Kitty” DiNicola and Charlene Dodgson. Also
attending from our lodge were Becky DiFilippo and District 8 State
Trustee Vincent Giannantonio. The convention was very productive
and ran smoothly with the election and installation of new State Trustees,
specifically our own Marjorie Focarazzo, who has taken Vincent
Giannantonio place as the District 8 State Trustee. Congratulations to
Marjorie on your new position, and much thanks to Vince for doing a
phenomenal job as our state trustee for the past several years. A more
detailed report on the convention will be given at our August general
assembly meeting.

Of course here in the states we will be celebrating Independence Day on
July 4™ with many celebrations and fireworks going on throughout the
country. July happens to be a very popular month for many different
festivals throughout the regions of Italy. Notably Palio di Siena, one of
Europe’s most celebrated horse races, which happens on July 2™ and
again on August 16™; the Feast of Saint Rosalia in Palermo (U Fistinu)
on July 10" - 15" and Festa del Redentore in Venice on July 18" - 19"
just to name a few.

The July general assembly meeting (July 9™ at 7:00pm in the
Community Room of the Eyer Building) will be our Scholarship Night
where we will be awarding our scholarship winners. Please consider
joining us to help celebrate these smart and talented young people as they
enter the next chapter of their lives. Food and drinks will be available
after the meeting.

Tanti auguri per ’estate!

Jeremy DiFilippo
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The United States Declaration of Independence identifies three specific unalienable rights
endowed by the Creator: Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.
’/‘2% These rights are considered natural, inherent, and inseparable from human existence,
meaning they cannot be taken away or surrendered.
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2026 Vincent Lombardi Lodge Calendar 2026 Lodge Events
July 9™ 6:00 Council Meeting July 9" Scholarship Awards Night
7:00 Scholarship Awards Night Eyer Building
August 9™ Summer Picnic

August 13

September 10™

October 8"

November 12

December 10"

6:00 Council Meeting
7:00 General Assembly Meeting

6:00 Council Meeting
7:00General Assembly Meeting

6:00 Council Meeting
7:00 General Assembly Meeting

6:00 Council Meeting
7:00 General Assembly Meeting

6:00 Council Meeting
7:00 Meeting/Holiday Gathering

Quinzi Lodge, Eyer Park
September Annual Pie Sale
October Italian-American Heritage Dinner
November Turkey Raffle
December 10™ Holiday Gathering

Eyer Building

Check out our new website:

www.vincentlombardilodge.com

COMING
ATTPACTION

San Nicola Festa Italiana
-9PM
St Nicholas Hall—East Rochester

Friday July 31st 4

August 9™

Vincent Lombardi Lodge Summer Picnic
Quinzi Lodge, Eyer Park

Attend meetings and events
And be a more active and informed member
of the lodge.

Meeting ID: 886 8759 8885 and passcode is 5fejz6

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/88687598885 ?pwd=k00kvItYp3llkNiactMdbj80frcNF6.1



https://us05web.zoom.us/j/88687598885?pwd=k0Okv9fYp3llkNiaefMdbj80frcNF6.1
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July Birthdays
7/4  Robert Kosinsky
7/4  Nancy Rube
7/8  Joseph DiMaria
7/9  Ann Marie Taddeo
7/15 Marjorie Focarazzo
7/16 Melissa DiStaffen
7/18 Rosita Caridi-Miller
7/21 Elizabeth Osta
7/22  Stephanie Brey
7/30 Joanne Rath

Get Well Wishes
Sandy Meleca
Rosita Caridi-Miller
Nellie DiCesare

Dawn DiGennaro’s wife, Nancy

and Pragers

are Wi.th (ou Vince Giannantonio and Family
Patty and Gordie Rask

Ron Santoli

Special remembrance to our members

who have suffered recently with illness or loss of a loved one.

Note from Our Corresponding Secretary, Pat Bartholomew

If you have any news you'd like to share with the lodge—weddings, graduations,
birthdays, illnesses/hospitalizations, passings-on, etc.— please contact me. [ look
forward to hearing from you.

Pat Bartholomew
Cell: 585-503-3297

Email: pattyj7586(@aol.com

THE ITALIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY CENTER PRESENTS
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AUGUST 1*", 2026
6:00 PM - 10:00 PM

VIP TICKET | $100

ENJOY A PRESHOW
COCKTAIL RECEPTION (6
PM), DINNER INCLUDED,
RESERVED SEATING FOR

SHOW (8 PM)

GA TICKET | $40

ADMISSION INTO THE
JERSEY TENORS
SHOW (8 PM) WITH
BALCONY SEATING
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- July 9" Scholarship Awards Night
Shdthe |

inners are...

7:00 at our General Assembly Meeting

Meet the winners and show your support

Our 2026 Scholarship Winners

Brendan Belpanno
$1500 Vincent Lombardi Lodge Scholarship

Jacob DiNicola
$2000 Vincent Lombardi Lodge Scholarship

Isabella Hendler
$1500 Past Honorees Scholarship

Gabriella Maccarone
$1500 Rubé Family Scholarship in Honor of Jennifer Rubé

Anabella Muratore
$2000 Past Honorees Scholarship

www.vincentlombardilodge.com

Relive our history Q

and keep informed of upcoming events

Check out our new website: Importa nt L_ Ln k S

ORDER SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA®

GRAND LODGE OF NEW YORK
nysosdia.org

,”1’ ;( ;( N DEN “(')\ Itall'an Am.erlca Magaz1'ne by OSDIA,
—— L — featuring stories, culture, heritage, and news

. . for the Italian American community
nysosdia.org/golden-lion/

osdia.org/about-italian-america-magazine/
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Dear Applicant,

The Italian Civic League (ICL) of Rochester was founded in 1932 and serves as a forum for the
[talian organizations in the Monroe County area, who focus on Italian culture, community,
traditions, commonalities, and more. Our member organizations include social clubs, sports clubs,
and institutions of learning. We collaborate, share ideas, and communicate on issues affecting the
[talian American communities. We share scheduled events for the good of the community.

The ICL supports tomorrow’s leaders and recognizes that in addition to talent, character, and
desire, higher education can be important to building a life of distinction. This year the ICL will be
offering one $1000 scholarship. There is no application fee.

Applicants must meet the following criteria:

o [Italian-American/American of Italian lineage (at least one Italian grandparent)

« High School senior graduating in 2026 and will be attending college following graduation,
2026

« Resident of Monroe County or surrounding area

« ICL is a civic organization, so a strong emphasis is placed on CIVIC participation, Civic
endeavors will carry more weight than grades/grade point average

« Maintain a GPA of 80% or higher

« Study of/ability to speak and understand the Italian language is a plus but not required

« Completed application with supporting documentation is due by August 1, 2026

« The scholarship recipient must be present to accept their award at the Columbus Day
Luncheon on Monday, October 12, 2026. (more information with be forthcoming)

Completed application and supporting documentation can be mailed or emailed to:

Marjorie Focarazzo
1248 Calkins Road

Rochester, NY 14623
mafocarazzo@gmail.com

Please share this information with family and friends.
585-749-5346
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LET'S CELEBRATE!

The primary Italian festival in the Rochester area is Ciao Ragazzi! Festa
D'Italia. The two-day event takes place along the historic Erie Canal in
Spencerport, NY (Firemen's Exempt Park) July 18™ and 19"

Immerse yourself in a vibrant atmosphere where Italian cultural meets global soccer fever! We couldn't
be more excited to launch the Ciao Ragazzi Festival and celebrate the World Cup returning to the USA
for the first time in over 30 years!

Founded by Rochester natives, Andrew and Domenico Colaprete, Ciao Ragazzi! showcases the flavors,
music, and artistry of Italian culture. Through local partnerships with Rochester-area businesses, artists,
cultural organizations and global brands, this inaugural celebration aims to bring the community
together through a shared heritage enjoyed by so many in Monroe County.

Together for the community
Through the generosity of volunteers, local partners, and attendees, we create shared joy,
give back to those in need, and strengthen the bonds
that make our community feel truly connected.

Throughout the weekend, attendees are invited to gather along the Erie Canal in a piazza-style setting.
Guests can enjoy exclusive experiences, including live music, traditional Italian games, a 2026 FIFA
World Cup Final Celebration, food demonstrations, and 21+ beverage options. The event promises
something for the entire family.

Dates and Time: Saturday, July 18" from 3:00 PM to 11:00 PM
Sunday, July 19" from 1:00 PM to 8:00 PM
$6 Admission Fee/Kids under 12 FREE

On Saturday, the festival stage will host local performers Allegro, Incapaci di Contare, and DJ Al
Galelli. The first day will conclude with a community game of Super Tombola (Italian bingo), with
prizes from JetBlue Airways and QB Cucina, including a chance to win a pair of round-trip tickets
anywhere JetBlue flies, an array of artisanal pasta tools and kitchenware, and much more.

Ciao Ragazzi! Festa D’Italia will culminate on Sunday, July 19", with a 2026 FIFA World Cup Final
Celebration on a 16-foot LED screen. The FIFA World Cup Final Celebration will begin at
3:00PM.

Old Roots, New Era

As we honor both our own and Rochester's deep Italian roots,
we proudly represent the new generation-blending timeless family stories and flavors
with fresh energy and modern entertainment,
ensuring our culture continues to thrive years to come.
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]u[y Events In and Around Rochester

One of Rochester's most popular free live music series, Bands on the
Bricks brings the City of Rochester Public Market to the evening set with favorite
local bands and national acts on consecutive Friday nights in July and August -
PLUS three bonus ROC THE BRICKS. Wednesday nights this year!

Six consecutive Friday nights, 5:30-10 p.m.
Three ROC THE BRICKS Wednesday 6-9 p.m. presented by Roc Lobster

Party in the Park begins Thursday, July 9"

Volvo Cars
Rochester

Martin Luther King Jr. Park in downtown Rochester transforms into a
music Mecca each Thursday for six weeks.

Hosted by the City of Rochester, the 2026 Volvo Cars Rochester Party in
the Park concert series presents a wide range of music including blues,
funk, rock, reggae, and classic rock attracting devoted music fans and
families to come out and enjoy the beautiful summer season.

Corn Hill Arts Festival

th th n ARTS FESTIVAL
Saturday, July 117 ¢ 10am-6pm Sunday, July 12™ « 10am-Spm

nM
This two-day Festival has become a fabric of the Rochester community. The Festival, which takes
place over nine streets, will showcase hundreds of artists from across the country, as well as talented
musicians from near and far. Bring the whole family and enjoy activities designed for all ages. From
interactive games to creative workshops, there's plenty of fun to be had for kids and adults alike.

Titanic July 23-26th at Mldlakes Auditorium

Phelps Clifton Springs Community Theater is mounting
one of its most ambitious productions yet — the Tony
Award-winning Titanic the Musical — at Midlakes High
School Auditorium.

L The school 1s located at 1554 NY—488 near the Manchester
]H[ MUS |C l Exit of the Thruway (Exit 43) - about an hour ride from
A Rochester.

IOW DATES: July 23rd - July 26th, 2

The show runs July 23, 24, and 25 at 7:30 p.m., with a Sunday matinee on July 26 at 2:00 p.m.
Tickets are $12 in advance and $15 at the door,

The cast of 62 performers, many traveling from communities including Fairport, Henrietta, Romulus,
and Scottsville, features an unusually strong male vocal cast. Think about getting a group together
and attend a performance you won’t forget.

Go to the Phelps Clifton Springs Community Theater Facebook page for more information.
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America 250
ROCHESTER

& MONROE COUNTY

CELEBRATING THE EVOLUTION OF THE REVOLUTION IN MONROE COUNTY

On July 4™ 2026 the United States will commemorate 250 years since the signing of the Declaration
of Independence. Celebrate this historic milestone and experience history where it happened! From
being America's first boomtown to fostering the legacies of Susan B. Anthony and Frederick
Douglass, Rochester is poised to celebrate and honor all its significant historical contributions to
American history.

July 3" National Susan B. Anthony Museum and House

To commemorate America's 250th, the National Susan B. Anthony Museum & House will host a free
community event in Susan B. Anthony Square Park. Join us to hear historic speeches by Susan B.
Anthony and Frederick Douglass that will help us all better understand the significance of this
national milestone.

Town of Greece 4™ of July Celebration

This free annual event includes activities for the kids, a special 250America exhibition, a variety of
food and beverage trucks, live music (Marshall Tucker Band!) and fireworks.

Town of Irondequoit Red, White and YOU! 250th Birthday Celebration

Experience incredible live music at the Town Hall during the Irondequoit 4th of July Celebration on
July 3rd-4th. Groove to a diverse lineup of local musicians on July 3rd and July 4th. Don't miss this
unforgettable weekend of music, food, and community spirit!

Check website for listing of music: www.irondequoit.gov/248/Entertainment
Fireworks: Saturday, July 4, 2026, at 9:30 PM

One of the biggest displays in the region, it promises a dazzling spectacle of lights and colors.

July 12" ESL Ballpark

The Greater Rochester community will come together for a free, once-in-a-generation
communitywide celebration of America’s 250th anniversary. The festivities will take place on
Sunday, July 12, from 5 to 9 p.m. at ESL Ballpark, presenting something for everyone, live music,
food and drinks, community exhibits, sports and skills games, interactive all-ages activities, and a
spectacular fireworks finale, creating a can’t-miss experience for residents and visitors alike.

5:00 PM Prime Time Brass is a high-energy, technically proficient ensemble that can dazzle you
with their technique and astound you with their enormous sound. From crowd-favorite covers to
danceable hits across decades, the stage will keep the evening moving and the atmosphere alive from
start to finish.
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Ttaly in July

Italy in July is a symphony of sun-drenched landscapes, cultural festivities, and culinary delights.
As the sun graces the cobblestone streets and ancient ruins, the country comes alive with a vibrant
infectious energy. It’s a time when every corner of Italy beckons you to explore its rich tapestry of
history, art, and gastronomy.

July 2"%: Palio di Siena - Witness the thrilling horse race that dates
back to the medieval period. It perfectly showcases the spirit and
tradition of Siena.

July 3 - 12™: Umbria Jazz Festival - Immerse yourself in the soul-
stirring rhythms of jazz at one of Europe’s premier music festivals in
Perugia

July7—12™: Napoli Pizza Village - the world's most celebrated celebration of Ews
pizza, taking over the scenic Lungomare Pertini in Pozzuoli. Dozens of top- =
tier pizzerias set up rows of wood-fired ovens right along the Phlegraean coast.
Visitors can graze on authentic wood-fired Neapolitan pizza, join
masterclasses with master pizzaioli, and enjoy free beachfront concerts under
the stars.

July 18 - 19™: Festa del Redentore - Join Venetians in celebrating this
religious festival with spectacular fireworks over the iconic Grand Canal.

1

Venice, Italy, is unique not only for its captivating beauty
but also for its magnificent culture, breathtaking
| | architecture, and flourishing art scene. It’s no surprise,
| therefore, that this enchanting city will host the Venice
8 Biennale 2026 - Europe’s largest celebration of art In
il Minor Keys, which emphasizes intimate, subtle, and poetic
| art forms rather than spectacle. It’s a time when Venice
will be busting with creativity, bringing together artists
from around the world from May 9" to November 22™.

e

The Venice Biennale, nicknamed “the art Olympics”, is considered one of the most prestigious
cultural events. Since its inception in 1895, this legendary international festival has been a stage for
cutting - edge exhibitions. The Venice Biennale, held every two years, unites countries worldwide
to display their most ambitious and thought-provoking works.

July 24-27™: Beats of Pompeii: this premier summer music
festival transforms the majestic grand theatre of the Pompeii
Archaeological Park into an unparalleled open-air stage.



https://www.umbriajazz.it/en/
https://www.visititaly.eu/food-and-flavours/how-to-make-italian-pizza
https://www.visititaly.eu/food-and-flavours/how-to-make-italian-pizza
https://www.visititaly.eu/tickets/pompeii-ruins
https://www.visititaly.eu/tickets/pompeii-ruins
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The Bookshelf

Since we’re celebrating the 250th Anniversary of America in 2026,

it seems fitting that we read books that feature the people and events
that have shaped our great nation.

This Month’s Selections is The Promise of a Nation:

Commemorating 250 Years of Patriotism, Resilience, and Aspirations

The 250th anniversary of the United States marks a major
milestone, representing two-and-a-half centuries of upholding
democracy, building communities, defining freedom, and working
to become a more perfect union. In The Promise of a
Nation, Smithsonian curators share aspirational stories that have
shaped the nation in chapters representing each decade from the
1770s to the 2020s. Smithsonian objects help bring each decade to
life and personalize the history, from George Washington's sword
s Wy (1770s) to an African American volunteer fire company badge
@& /4 OF A NATION (1860s) to Marian Anderson's attire worn at her Lincoln Memorial
¥ Smithsonian  concert (1930s) to Space Shuttle Discovery (1990s).

THE P

-
, X
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Commemoratiog
250 YEARS
of Patriotism,
Resilience, and
Aspirations
from the
Natienal
Collection

Each chapter begins with a timeline of major events and census data, followed by an essay that
considers American history through a meaningful and often unexpected lens. Gorgeous full spreads
feature spotlight objects that tell decade-specific stories and offer important insight into each decade
and the American story.

The nation's semi quincentennial is an opportunity to reflect on the past with care and curiosity. The
scope of American history is vast, but The Promise of a Nation distills it into compelling narratives
that speak to the strength and aspirations of the American people and inspire optimism for what
comes next.

Celebrate 250 years of American history

and witness the nation’s decade-by-decade evolution
in this gorgeously illustrated volume featuring 700 Smithsonian objects.

The Smithsonian's National Museum of American History is responsible for the collection, care
and preservation of more than three million objects. The collections reflect the breadth, depth and
complexity of the experiences of the American people, from social and cultural history to the history
of science, medicine and technology.
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A Legacy of Service

Thank Yow

Past District 8
State Trustee
Marjorie has been elected to replace Vince Vincent

as District 8 State Trustee. Giannantonio

Our Immediate
Past President
Marjorie
Focarazzo

Did You Know?

There’s a group of proud Italians that promotes the understanding and appreciation of ethnicity,
diversity and Italian-culturalism called POSITIVE - Italian Style.

POSITIVE is an acronym for “Proud Old School Italians Traditional Italian Values Everlasting.”

The group is about establishing POSITIVE in the world through:
o Random Acts of Kindness
o Paying it Forward
o Supporting and Celebrating each other and the Italian Culture
o Being the GOOD You Want to See in the World

POSITIVE has a true community focus, inclusive of many of the other Italian Organization and Italian
Community members to promote solidarity through active participation/interaction in the various Italian
events of multiple Italian organizations.

POSITIVE is unique in that we cumulatively Post, Promote and Support various Italian organizations,
[talian information and/or celebrations, not just our own.

Kindness and Love are Free Scatter that stuff everywhere.

Kind words and compliments cost nothing and often mean so much.

MOTTO: Be the Good You Want to See in the World

Individuals can join through Facebook "POSITIVE Italian Style" or peacefulzoneteacher2(@gmail.com




OSDIA Vincent Lombardi Lodge
37 Farnsworth Road N
Rochester NY 14623

President
Jeremy DiFilippo

Vice-President
Catherine (Kitty) DiNicola

Recording Secretary
Patricia Bartholomew

Corresponding Secretary
Patricia Bartholomew

Financial Secretary
Marisa Przepiora

Treasurer
Melissa Distaffen

Orator
Joe Rubé

Mistress of Ceremony
Carol DiNicola

Sentinel
Ron Santoli

Trustees
Becky DiFilippo
Frank Giancaterin
Lorraine Palucci
Maurice Palucci
Nancy Rubé

Immediate Past President
Marjorie Focarazzo

Chaplain
Patricia Galante

Chaplain Emeritus
Sister Carole Proia

District VIII State Trustee
Marjorie Focarazzo

State Deputy to Lombardi
Lodge Dave Cook

State Deputy to Geneva Lodge

Louis DeCarolis

Past Presidents

Joseph Lusardi*
Thomas Laverne*
Louis Giambra*
Joseph Vazzana *
John March*

Victor Bell*

Peter Cimino*

Sam Parese*

Cosmo Caceci*
Michael La Comba*
Shirley Sculli
Phillip Dattilo*
Joseph Berta*
Joseph Rubé
Jennifer Rubé*
Vincent Giannantonio
Sandra Meleca
Marjorie Focarazzo

Vincent Lombardi Lodge communications should be sent to:
President Jeremy DiFilippo, 37 Farnsworth Road N, Rochester NY 14623

jjid1976.0sdia@gmail.com




